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Should shariâ€˜a law be introduced into the British legal system? Elham Manea explores this

question as a human rights activist and Arab scholar who identifies herself as Muslim. In response

to recent media controversy and public debate about legal pluralism and multiculturalism, Manea

argues against what she identifies as the growing tendency for people to be treated as

'homogenous groups' in Western academic discourse, rather than as individuals with authentic

voices. Building on her knowledge of the situation for women in Middle Eastern and Islamic

countries, she undertakes first-hand analysis of the Islamic shariâ€˜a councils and Muslim arbitration

tribunals in various British cities.
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'This is an important book for our times.Manea eloquently makes a politically incorrect and

absolutely necessary Arabo-Muslim case for the universality of human rights. She reminds us that

the concept of universality is anything but abstract and has significant consequences in the lives of

women and men.' Karima Bennoune, UN Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights; 'An

incendiary attack on the tenets of legal pluralism by an Arab Muslim woman who writes as an

uncompromising advocate of secular universalism, this study could hardly be more timely.' - Ann E.

Mayer, Associate Professor Emerita of Legal Studies and Business Ethics, The Wharton School,

University of Pennsylvania; 'An honest, theoretically clear book with a strong narrative based on

best case law tradition.' - Adrian Loretan, Professor of canon law and ecclesiastical law; Co-director



of the Center for Comparative Constitutional Law and Religion, University of Lucerne; 'This book

must find its way to every lawyer, activist, feminist and those concerned with a defence of the

universality of human rights.' - Yasmin Rehman

Elham Manea is Associate Professor in the Political Science Institute at the University of Zurich.

She is a Fulbright scholar and consultant for Swiss government agencies and international human

rights organizations. She is the author of The Arab State and Womenâ€™s Rights: The Trap of

Authoritarian Governanceâ€• (2011), Regional Politics in the Gulf: Saudi Arabia, Oman, Yemen

(2005) and Political Parties and Organizations in Yemen, 1948-1993 (1994). She has recently been

appointed by the Swiss Federal Council as a Member of the Federal Commission for Womenâ€™s

Affairs.
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